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Central California Optometric Society 

We Need Your Support  
Two separate events for Sen. Ed Hernandez and Asm. 
Rudy Salas will be held in Central California.  We need 
CCOS Members to help support and attend these events. 
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Calendar 
• February (TBD) Sun Pharma 

Dinner Program 
• March 17-18 Mammoth Ski 

Seminar CE 
• March 19 Optowest Manhattan 

Beach 
• March 19 AHI's 8-Hour CE 

Program in Fresno 
• March (TBD) Vistakon Dinner 

Program 
• April 7 Eye-Q CE Seminar at 

Clovis Community Hospital 
Radin Center 

• April 22-23 Healthy Fresno 
Vision Screening at Sunnyside 
High School 

• April 22 Asm Salas Event 
• April 30 Optowest Sacramento 

 

“It	  shall	  be	  the	  ideal,	  the	  resolve,	  and	  the	  duty	  of	  the	  members	  of	  the	  COA	  to...promote	  in	  every	  
possible	  way,	  in	  collaboration	  with	  this	  Association,	  better	  care	  of	  the	  visual	  needs	  of	  humanity"	  

and	  "to	  see	  that	  no	  person	  shall	  lack	  for	  visual	  care,	  regardless	  of	  financial	  status."	  

CCOS Philanthropy Project 
We need more volunteer 
optometrists to help with our first 
Healthy Fresno event.  Please 
contact Michael Mendoza, OD at 
dr.michaelmendoza@gmail.com. 

Saturday, April 22 from 8am-6pm 
Sunday, April 23 from 8am-4pm 
Location: Sunnyside High 
School, 1019 S.Peach Avenue, Fresno. You may sign up for half 
day (AM shift/PM shift) or full day shifts. 
 
This event provides full exams to low income patients who have 
problems accessing care be it lack of insurance, limited income or 
mobility issues.  Each doctor can see in the range of 20-40 
patients a day, you can control the flow of your schedule so it's not 
required that you see any specific number of patients.   There are 
7 exam lanes available for multiple optometrists to volunteer.  Tzu 
Chi provides the frames and makes all the glasses needed for the 
patients. They also provide staff that will do all of the pretesting 
(VA's, AR, NCT).    

Thank you in advance for your support! 
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President’s Message 
Margie Recalde, OD, FAAO 
The 2017 House of Delegates (HOD) Meeting was held 

at Marriott’s Hotel in San Francisco on February 10-11.  

The four members representing CCOS were Michael 

Mendoza, John Barron, Chris Fisher, and myself. All 

societies and optometry schools send representatives 

from across the state to meet at the annual HOD.   

The beginning of every HOD meeting is heralded with a parade of society 

presidents entering the room at 8:00am.  If you are looking for the CCOS Flag 

in the above picture, you won’t find us.  That’s because our CCOS flag is 

currently undergoing reconstruction since our original do-it-yourself crafty felt 

flag needed to be modernized. As you can see in the left photo, Life-long COA 

member Saul Levine, OD, is known for having a more lively entrance as he 

dances through the doors and serenades the audience.  His enthusiasm and 

exuberance always kicks the meeting off on a more positive note.  I have to 

admit that I look forward to this tradition every year. 

 

    

Thank you 
2016 COA 

President Dr. 
Stevin Minie 
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President’s Message (cont.) 

Why was the Contact Lens Rule initiated? 
Our AOA President, Andrea Thau, OD, set aside 

time to fly from New York and attend our HOD.  

She discussed the Contact Lens Rule that adds 

new prescription requirements that are misguided 

and unduly places a burden on patients and 

doctors.  But why was this rule proposed?  It turns 

out that some of our fellow ODs do not adhere to 

our current contact lens prescription requirement.  

By law, we must provide patients with a copy of their prescription upon completion of the contact 

lens fitting process (if a fitting is necessary) and must do so even if the patient does not request it.  

Because some of our colleagues failed to follow this rule, a new Contact Lens Rule was 

proposed.  Therefore, it is important that we all continue to follow the current requirements for 

contact lens prescriptions and prevent future problems. 

2016 COA Successes and Setbacks 
Our COA President, Stevin Minie, OD, presented the State of the Association.  Here are the 

highlights: 

• Membership numbers growing.  This is the 3rd year straight of net growth.  OD membership 

has grown by 359 ODs over the last 3 years. 

• New association database launch – improvements in tracking members and non-members.   

• New COA website launching soon 

• Summit Meeting between COA and all three Optometry Schools – improve communication 

between COA and our next generation of ODs. 

• His biggest regret in 2016 and one of the toughest 

decisions he has ever had to make was to pull our scope 

of practice bill SB622. Unfortunately, SB622 became too 

watered down by legislators.  Hence, they had no choice 

but to pull the bill.   

 
 

Chris Fisher, Michael Mendoza, Margie Recalde, 
Andrea Thau (AOA President), and John Barron  
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President’s Message (cont.) 

Big Thank You to Vision West 
Vision West donated a huge check - $203,939 to COA!  This 

donation, membership dues, plus other fundraising events have 

helped prevent a dues increase. Vision West also introduced the 

Membership Program to encourage new membership.  Vision 

West will pay for AOA and COA dues to whomever brings the 

most members to join COA.   

 

Meet COA’s Dream Team for Healthcare 
David Panush served 35 years in state government and was the 

senior level executive at Covered California. Brent Barnhart was 

the former Director of the California Department of Managed 

Health Care. He provided pivotal leadership in the implementation 

of the Affordable Care Act in California.   

With their help, COA implemented a strategy using Healthcare 

Effectiveness Data and Information Set (HEDIS) to measure 

diabetes care.  They analyzed health care plans and targeted 

plans with low HEDIS scores.  COA met with 30 groups and had 

more meetings with insurance plans than the previous 5 years 

combined!  Extraordinary progress in just one year! 

 
Friends Reunited 
One of the perks of 

attending HOD is 

meeting up with friends 

and colleagues.  On 

Friday night, HOD 

attendees had a 

relaxing evening at the 

Welcome Reception.   

 

A Tribute to Harue J. 
Marsden, OD, MS, ‘87 

During HOD, many expressed their 
sadness of the passing of their dear 
friend and colleague, Dr. Harue 
Marsden. After years of battling 
breast cancer, she passed away in 
the comfort of her own home on 
Thursday, February 2, 2017. 

Dr. Marsden was a distinctive leader 
at the Southern California College of 
Optometry with expertise in cornea 
and contact lens service. She joined 
the college in 1989 after completing 
a residency in family practice and 
master’s degree at the University of 
Houston, College of Optometry. Dr. 
Marsden was a professor and 
associate dean for clinical education 
at SCCO. She was a fellow of the 
American Academy of Optometry 
and diplomate in the Cornea and 
Contact Lens Section. She was also 
an owner of two private practice 
offices with Vicki Leung, OD and Eric 
Leser, OD.  

She devoted her time to advocating 
on behalf of optometrists nationwide 
in both Sacramento and Washington 
D.C. She volunteered with the AOA, 
AAO, Orange County Optometric 
Society, GWCO, and COA including 
serving as Past President of COA.  
She ensured that the optometrists 
that came after her would benefit 
from her efforts, which were 
instrumental in expanding the scope 
of practice for doctors of optometry.  
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April 22 at Bravo Farms in Visalia  
Since elected in 2012 to 
the California State 
Assembly, Salas has 
successfully fought for the 
Central Valley.  In his first 
3 years, he co-authored 
the $7.545 billion Water 
Bond for safe drinking 
water and storage 
projects; saved $4 million 
for Ag Education 
programs that serve FFA 
programs in our local schools; 
secured $15 million in the budget for job training 
and millions more for local schools.  He has 
authored legislation to stabilize Kern Medical 
Center and bring more doctors to the Valley. 

His passion for public service led him to the State 
Capitol where he served as legislative staff and 
locally as District Director.  Shortly after, Salas 
realized his dream of representing and fighting for 
his community and become the first Latino to serve 
on the Bakersfield City Council.  He now has the 
honor of serving in the California Legislature 
representing the 32nd District. 

Assemblymember Salas currently serves as the 
chair of the Business and Professions (B&P) 
Committees.  His position as chair is 
instrumental in helping our new scope of 
practice bill pass.   

Assemblymember Salas was elected in November 
2012 to represent California’s 32nd Assembly 
District, comprised of part of the city of Bakersfield, 
the cities of Arvin, Avenal, Corcoran, Delano, 
Hanford, Lemoore, McFarland, Shafter, Wasco 
and the communities of Armona, Buttonwillow, 
Home Garden, Kettleman City, Lamont, Lost Hills, 
Stratford and Weedpatch. 

 

Date and Location TBD 
 
Senator Ed 
Hernandez, OD, 
intends to run for 
Lieutenant Governor in 
2018 when Gavin 
Newsom, who 
currently holds the 
position, will be termed 
out of office.  
 
Senator Hernandez, a 
long-standing member 
of the Capitol community 
and a champion for optometry in the state, made 
the first announcement of his candidacy amongst 
his peers during COA’s House of Delegates 
meeting late last month. The news was well-
received by Senator Hernandez’s fellow doctors of 
optometry, who showed their approval with a 
standing ovation. 
 
Dr. Hernandez had only one goal as a young man 
– to serve the health care needs of the community 
he came from.  As an optometrist and local 
businessman, he never dreamed he would one 
day work in the California State Legislature.  As a 
health care provider in predominantly low-income 
communities though, the need to improve access 
to health care is what drove him to run for 
office.  Dr. Ed was first elected to the Assembly in 
November of 2006, and re-elected in November of 
2008.  He won his seat in the California State 
Senate in November of 2010 and was re-elected in 
2014. 
 
With the experience he has gained during his time 
as a businessman and legislator, Senator 
Hernandez will make an unparalleled lieutenant 
governor and COA looks forward to supporting one 
of our own in his quest for statewide office. 

Joint Society Local Legislative Events 
CCOS, Tulare-Kings, and Kern County Optometric Societies 
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Thank you to our sponsors for 2017 

 

Gold Level: 

Platinum Level: 
 

How can you keep your dues down?   

Did you graduate less than 10 years ago? 

Are you interested in serving as an officer and 
becoming more involved with CCOS? 

If the answer is yes to both questions, you 
may be eligible for the Project Keep program.   

CCOS is looking for more members to help 
our society.  The following positions are 
available:  Education Chair, Membership 
Chair, and Communications Chair.  Please 
contact ccosociety@gmail.com for more 
information. 
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Welcome to our New CCOS Member, 
Dr. Andrew Ta 

Andrew Ta is a native of Orange County and 
completed his undergraduate studies at UC San 
Diego. He then moved to the Bay Area and 
earned his OD degree at UC Berkeley. Andrew 
spent a year in Chicago for his optometry 
residency and moved recently to Fresno in search 
of warmer weather. Outside of work, Andrew 
enjoys basketball and outdoor activities. One day, 
he would like to explore all the National Parks in 
the US. 

Job Openings 
 
Optometry Position Available with Luxottica 
Luxottica is seeking Doctors of Optometry in the Fresno, Clovis and  Visalia areas of California. We 
have a wide range of opportunities including independent subleases that offer a flexible schedule 
with Sears Optical and Target Optical. We also offer employed opportunities with our brand 
LensCrafters including full time, part time and fill in positions. As an employed Optometrist we offer 
a very competitive compensation package, a full benefits and growth opportunity. Full time positions 
also include a sign on bonus! For more information, please contact: 
                
Chelsea Cooper                                
CCooper@luxotticaretail.com 
                
Or Visit Us at: 
http://Doctors.Luxottica.Jobs 
 
MD-OD Practice Seeking Optometrist in Lemoore/Hanford area 

• Seeking an optometrist to join our general ophthalmology practice 
• Full-time position (willing to discuss part-time) 
• Salary commensurate with experience and training 
• Retirement plan with 401(k) advantage 
• Health insurance benefits for our employees and their families 
• See CCOS website Classified Ad section for flyer  
• Email tmcnamara@kingseyecenter.com 


