
1 

Central California Optometric Society  March 2018 

VisioNotes & Quotes  

Central California 

Optometric Society 

March 2018 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Communications Message 2 

March CCOS Meeting 3-7 

Past-President’s Message 8 

President’s Message 9-10 

COA Legislative Day 11 

April CE Meeting 12 

May CE Meeting 13 

COA Legislative Day April 18 

CCOS April Meeting April 26 

CCOS May Meeting May 15 

Upcoming Events 



2 

Central California Optometric Society  March 2018 

Message from the Communications Chair 

Happy March everyone! 

 We are fortunate that this issue gets not only one, 

but TWO President’s Messages.  March 21st was our official 

installation dinner for the new CCOS Officers of the 2018-

2020 cycle.  Dr. Michael Mendoza will be taking over 

presidential duties from Dr. Margie Recalde.   

 I know everyone will agree with me when I say 

Margie has done a phenomenal job as CCOS President: being 

welcoming, inclusive as well as making great strides to 

advance our society’s education, political involvement and 

media presence.  I know this because I collected all our 

members’ heartwarming words of thanks and put it into a 

collage.   

 Thank you so much to all those that contributed!  

Margie puts a lot of hard work and dedication into 

everything she does (especially for CCOS) and it was moving to read those statements acknowledging 

and thanking her.   

 Looking forward to the future, the changes in the CCOS 

officers will be impelling.  Dr. Michael Mendoza is excited to energize 

the younger members of our Central Valley optometric community 

to join CCOS.  I would also like to introduce Dr. Andrea Liu as part of 

the Communications Committee!  She has been helping with our 

‘Award-winning’ website and will be aiding in our initiative to attract 

young ODs to our Valley.   

 Please don’t forget, April 18th is COA Legislative Day.  This is 

our chance to reach out to the people who can make change at a 

legislative level — to thank them as well as to inform them about 

what we do.   

 The last two years have been ground-breaking for CCOS.  I 

hope that will only be the beginning of a healthy foundation for a 

vibrant, passionate group of optometric professionals focused on 

expanding our field in the Central Valley.   

  Your friendly neighborhood Communications Chair, 

     Kim Vuong 
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March 2018 CCOS Meeting 

CCOS Board Member Installation Dinner 

Hop PK, Downtown Fresno 

March 21, 2018 

COA Past President Sage Hider, OD swearing in the new CCOS Officers 

for 2018-2020 
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Special thanks to John Mirables, Coopervision representative, for 

sponsoring our dinner. 
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Immediate Past-President Margie Recalde and current CCOS President, 

Michael Mendoza share a cozy photo op. 

Current CCOS President, Michael Mendoza, gets 

some pointers from past CCOS Presidents: 

Margie Recalde and John Barron, as well as COA 

Past-President Sage Hider.  Communications 

Chair, Kim Vuong, sneaking in to take a selfie 

with the “Presidential Table.” 
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Current CCOS President, Michael Mendoza, presenting the Sapphire 

Teardrop to Immediate Past-President, Margie Recalde.   

Communications Chair, Kim Vuong, 

presenting a shadowbox collage with 

messages from CCOS members for 

Immediate Past-President Margie 

Recalde. 
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President’s Message 

Michael Mendoza, OD 

Hello fellow CCOS members, 

These last two years we have seen a complete 

transformation of our society! With the strong 

leadership of our immediate Past President, Margie 

Recalde, and the support of our amazing board, we have 

accomplished so much!   

In the past two years, we’ve doubled the number of 

CCOS meetings we hold every year from quarterly to 8 

times per year.   

Over the last two years we began to offer CE at our 

meetings, and this year we have plans on increasing that 

amount of CE offered with plans on having a big CE 

event in September. 

In the past two years not only have we added new young 

faces to our membership but have also increased the 

size of our board by over fifty percent and taking 

advantage of valuable COA resources like Project Keep! 

We’ve gone from not having a website two years ago to 

winning Society Website of The Year at this year’s House 

of Delegates! 

And although we were not able to pass SB622, we were 

still able to successfully expand our scope of practice 

through AB443. 

So what’s next? 

In the coming years we hope that we continue to build on the strong foundation that Margie has left before us. We 

are grateful that she will continue as our Education Chair as we want to continue with our commitment of offering 

more CE at our meetings. 

We want to continue to see new faces at our meetings! One way to build on this is through our young advocacy 

program spearheaded by Jodie Haas. These are local optometrist that are only a few years out of school and who 

have shown interest in joining the COA, but may just need a little extra encouragement, possibly in the form of a new 

personal connection. This means going beyond an email blasts but instead calling these potential new members and 

inviting them out for a cup of coffee or after work drink. 
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 Another way of building our membership is by attracting young OD’s to move to our area. This is why we 

want to keep our collaborative partnership with the Fresno VA and continue our open invitation to the students and 

residents passing through there. One issue in getting new faces to come and reside in the Central Valley is due to lack 

of exposure of what we have to offer, from taking in the national parks to taking in a ball game at the Chuck. With 

the rebirth of downtown, the arrival of the ale trail and the growing foodie culture, we are able to offer very similar 

experiences at half the living expense of other big cities like San Francisco and Los Angeles. So we hope to expose all 

that we have to offer through our social events that we offer throughout the year.   

 It is also highly important that we continue our collaborative partnership with the Women of Optometry as 

they are the growing force in not just our profession, but the leadership of our profession. There are still members in 

WOO that we would love to see join the CCOS.   

 We want to continue to encourage our members to answer the call of advocacy. Building on the success of 

AB443, Assembly Member Rudy Salas has introduced AB1802, a placeholder bill that can be amended to add 

language as conversations continue about expanding the scope of practice of optometry. This year the focus will be 

on procedures such as removing lid lesions and using therapeutic lasers for the treatment of glaucoma. A couple 

years ago, four of us headed to the Capitol in advocacy of SB622, this year we’ve doubled the number of members 

attending from our society. We hope this trend continues as the future of our profession depends on it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Last but not least, our profession is in a great position to have our next Lieutenant Governor be our very own 

friend and colleague, Senator Ed Hernandez. Senator Hernandez is a long standing member of the Capitol 

community and a champion for optometry and the state and he will need our full support. Just as Senator Hernandez 

looks forward to serving us after the November elections, we the CCOS Board look forward to serving you in the 

coming years! Thank you and I look forward to seeing all of you at our upcoming events! 

Michael Mendoza, OD 

President of the Central California Optometric Society 

Dr.MichaelMendoza@gmail.com 
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April CE Meeting 

RSVP by April 20 
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Optometrist Position available in Fresno, CA (Posted March 2018) 
 
Optometrist needed for an established Ophthalmology and Optometry practice with offices in 
Fresno, Madera and Sanger.  This is your place to practice full scope optometry!  You will 
have the opportunity to work with specialized Ophthalmologists and practice independent 
Optometry.  Patient care responsibilities include eye exams, ocular disease management, 
pre and post-operative care, and contact lens services.  This position can be full or part 
time (No weekends). New Graduates Welcome! 
  

Please submit all questions and CV to Ari Pazirandeh at drpazi@gmail.com. 

Optometrist Position available in Corcoran, CA and Avenal, CA (Posted 
March 2018) 
 
Two optometrists position open Corcoran State Prison and Avenal State Prison. 

• Hourly rate at Corcoran: $90/hour 

• Hourly rate at Avenal: $83/hour 
 
For more information or any inquiries, please contact Alice at 1-877-850-5132. 

Classifieds 

Social Media 

Like us on Facebook 

Central California Optometric 

Society 

Follow us on Twitter 

@CCOSociety 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/6a1cb1_e313b9e98290482783f6bcfd86d4536b.pdf
mailto:drpazi@gmail.com
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Thank you to our generous sponsors! 

Platinum Sponsor 

Bronze Sponsors 

http://www.sciencebasedhealth.com/ContentPage.aspx?WebpageId=694

